CENTRAL VALLEY FIRE DISTRICT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING

215 Wings Way
Belgrade, MT 59714
406-388-4480
(Fax): 406-388-6270

MEETING PLACE: Central Valley Fire District, Station 3
275 Ice Center Lane, Bozeman, MT

DATE: June 9, 2026
TIME: 5:30 pm
ATTENDANCE: (Present) (Absent)
Trustees: Ron Murray, Chairman X
Rob Holt, Vice Chairman X
Mark Macleod, Sec/Treas. X
Ramie Blakeman X
Joel Fasshinder X
Fire Chief: Jay Wittwer X
Operations Chief: Jeff Hurley X
Fire Marshal: Jake Zlomie X
Acting Clerk: Debbie Bloem X
NOTICE: ALL MEETINGS OF THE CENTRAL VALLEY FIRE DISTRICT BOARD
OF TRUSTEES ARE RECORDED
GUESTS/VISITORS: Nick Stinson, Dan Sullivan, Samantha Honatke, Justin Monroe,

Jason Anderson, Joe Doidge, Michael Liebmann, Stephen
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AGENDA:

PRESENTATION:

MINUTES:

FINANCIAL REPORTS:

COMMUNICATIONS:

PUBLIC COMMENT:

McAdams, Mo Holt, Carl Schuneman, Jeff Royce, Brad Appleton,
Jake Simpson (Bozeman)

Meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.
Chairman Murray led the Pledge of Allegiance.

As presented.

Chief Wittwer presented the EMS Service of the Year Award to
the Board of Trustees. This was awarded to the Central Valley Fire
District on May 19'" through the Montana State EMS, Trauma, and
Injury Prevention System. A group, including Chief Wittwer, Chief
Songer, Captain Anderson, Firefighter Scherrer, Firefighter
Coulthard and Trustee Holt traveled to Helena to receive this
award. Chief Wittwer voiced his pride in the department’s
consistently excellent service to the community. Chairman Murray
added his appreciation on behalf of the Board.

Trustee MacLeod moved to approve the minutes as submitted.
Trustee Holt seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously
approved.

Trustee Fassbinder moved to approve the financial reports.
Trustee Macleod seconded the motion. The motion was
unanimously approved.

Central Valley Fire District received a thank you note from a
resident for a service call to replace batteries in a smoke detector,
adding special appreciation for the department and the Fire Chief.
A thank you was also received from another resident with
gratitude for a lift assist.

Carl Schuneman expressed thanks from the Belgrade Kiwanis for
the use of the training classroom twice a month for their
meetings. Kiwanis sponsors a Key Club in the High School and a
Builders Club for middle schoolers with about 100 members total
in Belgrade, including all three Clubs.
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PRESENTATION OF AUDIT: Financial Manager Samantha Honatke introduced Dan Sullivan of
Rudd & Company. Mr. Sullivan presented the FY25 Audit,
expressing his appreciation for the ease of working with
Samantha and the department each year. He highlighted the
opinion noting that there was no gap or deficiencies in the
findings. He explained that the Management Discussion and
Analysis section of the audit provides a high-level summary.
Internal controls and compliance were reviewed with no issues
found.

Trustee MaclLeod moved to approve the FY25 Audit of the Central
Valley Fire District by Rudd & Company as presented. Trustee
Fassbinder seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously
approved.

FIRE CHIEF REPORT: As submitted. Chief Jay C Wittwer reported that the Seasonal
Wildland team deployed to Minnesota for two weeks and have
returned. Chief Wittwer attended the City of Belgrade work
meeting and will keep the Board of Trustees posted on the
situation with the water supply in Belgrade and any other relevant
updates.

LOCAL 4939 REPORT: As submitted. President Nick Stinson reported that two members
are working on their paramedic clinicals in Baton Rouge. Two
scholarships were presented to high schoolers at the most recent
union meeting. President Stinson expressed appreciation to
Trustee Murray for taking the time to attend a recent live burn
training. The Union also expressed gratitude for the collaboration
that went into making the decision to proceed with the IAFF
Health and Wellness Trust for health insurance for the
department’s full-time career members. The Union is very
thankful for the shared commitment to the health and well-being
of their members.

VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION REPORT: None.
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TRUSTEE REPORT: Trustee Blakeman requested that as the community risk
assessments are completed that the information is made available
to the community to help them understand the types of calls as
well as awareness of the residential, ranch land, commercial, and
other unique situations that are included. Trustee Blakeman is
pleased that the department is now trained in water rescue for
the crew’s safety and for the service to the community.

Trustee MacLeod reported that a resident noted that information
that was made available on a radio station really helped her to
understand the mill levy and he added that radio outreach should
continue to be an important part of public education for the
District.

Chairman Murray expressed his thanks for the experience of
watching the live burn drills.

Trustee Fassbinder moved to accept the reports as submitted.
Trustee Macleod seconded the motion. The motion was
unanimously approved.

ORDER OF BUSINESS:

DISCUSSION ITEMS: FY27 Health Insurance
Chief Wittwer appreciated the work done to compare health
insurance options. Financial Manager Honatke explained that the
financial burden was one of the considerations in this decision.
After reviewing the numbers, the IAFF was the lowest use of tax
dollars and only slightly more of a burden to the department. The
department will be able to take advantage of some of the
additional benefits included in the new plan, including the Life
Scan which will be provided after this year. The trustees
appreciate that this decision was not only based on cost, but on
what is best for the members and each one individually confirmed
their support.

ACTION ITEMS: Consideration and Approval to Proceed with the Application for
a SAFER Grant.
Chief Wittwer reported that staff is currently applying for three
grants: a SAFER Grant for four firefighters, Assistance to
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Firefighters Grant (AFG) and a fire prevention grant. The SAFER
Grant requires matching funds beginning at 25 per cent of the
paid expenses for the first and second years of the grant and
increasing to 65 percent for the third year.

Trustee Blakeman moved to approve proceeding with the
application for the SAFER Grant. Trustee Holt seconded the
motion. The motion was unanimously approved.

Consideration and adoption of Resolution 252611 FY27 Fee
Schedule Updates

EMS Chief Pat Songer submitted his report in the board packet
and explained that this update brings the CVFD fees into the
medium range for these services.

Trustee Holt moved to adopt Resolution 252611 Fee Schedule
updates. Trustee MaclLeod seconded the motion. The motion was
unanimously approved.

Discussion and Decision Regarding Attorney Services

Currently the District has a legal fund for this type of service and
may use the attorney appropriate for the service. Attorney
Dinwiddie would represent both operations and governance and
works with other departments across the state.

Trustee Blakeman moved to annul any further relationship with
Attorney Dinwiddie and adopt the letter as written to engage
Attorney Kate Dinwiddie for legal services. Trustee MacLeod
seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: The next regular meeting of the Central Valley Fire District Board

of Trustees is scheduled for July 14, 2026.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 6:28 p.m.
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Ron Murray, Chaiunén/ Mark MaclLeod, Secretary/Treasurer

-

ATTEST:
Debbie Bloem, Clerk
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